of Education in Europe. Lewinski-Corwin says of it,
' the scope of the work of the Commission was.
immense. They organized and modernized the whole
range of schools, beginning with the village parochial
school and extending to the universities. Despite all
the difficulties the commission accomplished a great
work, raised the standard of the education of the
people, and gave stimulus to the regeneration of
science, literature, and civic righteousness'.

In a measure the commission was both cause and
effect of a tide of moral and civic reform which
possessed the best men of the land after the cata-
strophe of the first partition, a reform which found
issue in the Constitution of the Third of May 1791, but
which, while it demonstrated the vitality of the nation,
came, sadly, too late to save the state. But that
resurging of righteousness from purely internal forces
is both a gratification and an assurance. Never again
did the tides of public and private morality run so low
as during the days of the Saxon kings and the time of
the first partition.

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE THIRD [ 1791 ]
OF MAY

The reform movement, bitterly opposed by those
who profitted by weakness and corruption, issued in the
Constitution of the 3rd of May 1791, a day ever since
celebrated by the Poles as a national holiday. This
constitution annulled the libemm veto, assured religious
liberty, gave extensive rights to the towns and their
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